The Journal of Holistic Nursing embraces a wide scope of scholarship in holistic nursing and health care. Considering the various ways that scholarship can express itself, in 2005 the journal editorial board identified four major categories for manuscripts: research (including quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods), education, practice, and aesthetics. Several years later critical literature reviews and conceptual/theoretical were added to the list of types of manuscripts considered for publication. Recently, the editorial board suggested adding the category of philosophical. Manuscripts submitted by authors are peer reviewed at three levels. After the editor reviews incoming manuscripts, they are reviewed by two to three reviewers who are familiar with the type of scholarship and have expertise and/or interest in the topical area. The second level of review is by an associate editor who conducts a review of the manuscript as well as the reviewers' critiques and comments. The associate editor makes a recommendation to the editor who reviews the manuscript again and considers the recommendation along with the reviewers' critiques and comments. A final decision is made by the editor. The peer-review process assures quality and accuracy of published content.
As the journal moves forward with accepting a variety of forms of scholarship, I will be working with the editorial board and with the associate editors to more clearly define the criteria for each form of scholarship. This will enable potential authors to consider the best ways to present their scholarship for publication and will assist reviewers in providing a more specific critique of different forms of scholarship. As we finalize these criteria, they will be posted on the journal website and an announcement made through American Holistic Nurses Association communications. In the meantime, we use broad standards of quality for each type of manuscript. Research manuscripts are judged by generally accepted criteria for rigor based on the type of methodology used in the study which is reported. Education manuscripts are evaluated according to their relevance and significance to demonstrate enhancements, improvements, and innovations in holistic education or use of holistic strategies for teaching and learning. These manuscripts can be related to all forms of education both within higher education and for preparation for practice in health care settings. Practice manuscripts are assessed by their capacity to demonstrate implementation and evaluation of practices that support holistic health and well-being and/or offer new insights and strategies for improving health holistically. Practice manuscripts can report on complementary and alternative modalities but are not limited to these alone. These modalities are often used outside the context of holistic nursing and health care. The key is to demonstrate the holistic relevance of any practice reported. Aesthetic manuscripts reflect applications of aesthetics to practice and education and report on aesthetic inquiry methods and research and their application to holistic nursing and health care. The evaluations of these manuscripts is dependent on the art form used and the methods employed. Critical literature reviews are weighed against very specific standards for appraisal and synthesis of research and related literature to provide an evaluation of what is currently known in a field or topical area. It is important that critical literature reviews are both current and comprehensive in nature. The newest manuscript category is philosophical, which is intended to provide a place for discussion, dialogue, and critique of philosophies relevant to holism and holistic 585130J HNXXX10.1177/0898010115585130Journal of Holistic NursingExpanding Forms of Scholarship / Cowling
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Expanding Forms of Scholarship Editorial nursing and health care. Manuscripts that report on development or application of philosophical inquiry methods are encouraged. Standards associated with sound and rigorous philosophical analysis are used to evaluate these manuscripts.
All manuscripts, regardless of category, are judged on two core criteria. The first and foremost criterion is the capacity of the manuscript, regardless of topic or method reported, to convey explicitly the implications of the scholarship for the advancement of the art and science of holistic nursing and health care. My experience in reviewing manuscripts is that this element is often missing from an otherwise wellwritten manuscript. It is common, I believe, for authors to assume their work has implications for holistic nursing and health care without making this connection explicitly clear. The second core criterion is the quality of writing of the manuscript itself.
Argumentative exposition, the capacity of the writer to make a compelling and well-supported case for positions and conclusions, may be missing or underdeveloped by the author. This capacity is something that all scholarly writers strive to develop and foster in their work. It is also the responsibility of reviewers to help authors by giving constructive feedback related to these two key criteria. It is my hope that holistic scholars, regardless of type of scholarship, continue to have the courage to share their written work and that we may serve as a venue on behalf of the American Holistic Nurses Association to foster a cycle of review and critique that improves everyone's contributions to advancing the art and science of holistic nursing.
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